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The Village of Sleepy Hollow, Illinois

One Thorobred Lane
Sleepy Hollow, lilinois 60118

Village Hall 426-6700 Village Clerk 428-2266
Village President 426-7641 Building Department 428-3388
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Septerber 5, 1989

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Meeting of the Regular Session adjourned into Executive Session at 11.06PM for the
purpose of litigation &land acquisition. Present were President Peterson; Trustees
Harney, Johnson, Roberts, Shields and Tennis; Deputy Clerk Olson, and Village

Clerk Mckeown.

1. Former Police . Gordon Bradley has refiled the lawsuit in the State for
that portion of the original lawsuit that does not apply to Federal laws. Kreml
is also named again.

2. Barancek wanted anupdate on water and sewer questions (see ExecC. Min. 7.15.89)

3. Peterson has spoken to the purchaser of Bartels property which is West of
Randall Road. He would like light commercial.

4. Pulte is negotiation with Nancy Thomas for her property west of Randall for
residential.

5. Elgin was given a copy of our new Business District Zoning. They are looking
for another meeting and then taking the proposals beforethe City Council.
Johnson is not optimistic at getting more water from Elgin.

6. Shields has talked to Geier of Gilberts. TPhey are hoping for a meeting the
week of September 21st. Apparently Gilberts has not gotten any other towns for
the meetings. ;

7. Pulte/Baumann's old well was 3 times over the new standards of Barium.‘ﬁﬂV

8. Spring Hill Plaza.- Everyone is agreed there is a need to change wordingbin‘1 
the Zoning Ordinance to bring it up to date. Wiedmeyer is working on it.
According to Shields, the developers had gone to W.D. first.

9. Saddle Club Estates- Pulte is still trying to build on unbuildable lot 31.

Harney moved with a second from Tennis to adjourn the meeting. Meeting was
adjourned at 11:30PM
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Respectfully Submitted Janet Mckeown Village Clerk



September >, 1Y8Y

The P resident and Board of Trustees of Sleepy Hollow:

Relat ive to the public meeting at the fire station in Sleepy Hollow last
_ Wedne sday, August 30 and the upcoming one September 13, I would like to
read an open letter to you, not in the capacity of Zoning Board Chairman,
but as a 28%-year, concerned resident who continues to feel a vital inter-
est and stake in the future of the Village.

Sleepy Hollow is currently for all practical purposes a single-family, residential communi-
ty, and a good case can be made for remaining exactly that way, without commercial develop-
“ment, to preserve the unique character of the Village despite the high tax burden that en-

tails. That was my position for a number of years. However, times change and economic re-
ality dictates that in a fast-growing region such as ours, commercial development will pre-
vail whereeer possible because of financial gain to original property owner, developer, and
subsequent business operation. We probably all wish we could have remained a small, pris-

tine village in a semi-rural setting, but that was not entirely within our power. Develop-
ment has reached this area whether we like it or not. Since growth has become inevitable,

it appears the most advantageous course for us is to:

1. enforce our ordinances and control development within our corporate boundaries in

keeping with the Sleepy Hollow concept, and

try to regulate growth in immediately adjacent areas,.by amnexation or otherwise, to
minimize or eliminate adverse impacts on Sleepy Hollow, and to secure appropriate com-
mercial development to broaden our tax base when we can.

In this latter regard, we absolutely cannot turn down opportunities to control growth to
our advantage and leave it instead in the hands of neighboring municipalities, hoping for
the best. Either we are in charge of our future or they are. As an illustration of out-
side control, look at the difference in proposed berms between the West Dundee/Glimcher
plan for the 62-acre property east of Locust and south of Route 72 (8 ft. high for West
Dundee and 4 ft. high for Sleepy Hollow) and the Sleepy Hollow/Moser plan (about 10 ft. or
higher for both). We cannot rely on others to assure proper buffering for residents.

I believe we must continue to work with the Moser group on development of the aforemention-
ed property to overcome as many objections by the public as possible and make it conform as
much as we can to our image of a suitable shopping center. This group has been cooperative
and forthcoming thus far, making numerous improvements in response to our suggestions, pro-
viding requested information, attempting to comply with ordinances, and even planning to
dedicate 24 acres for open space, some of which had been scheduled previously for develop-

ment.

Although there remain some questionable aspects - mainly intensity of use, handling

of sewage, and perhaps water supply - everyone concedes the property will definitely go
commercial. Even if, as West Dundee stated, they will do everything to deny it to us (and
presumably try to keep it for themselves), our enlightened self-interest indicates we
should make every effort to resolve any problems and annex, so we can control what happens

~there to the best of our ability. If we reject the project prematurely.or without due con- -

' sideration, we send a message to potential developers that Sleepy Hollow is not interested

T in commercial development or is prohibitively difficult to deal with., Our rejection will
not prevent such development on this property, but only increase the likelihood of its go=
ing to West Dundee and out of our supervision. )

In addition, we have just spent many months and thousands of dollars preparing and adopting
new Business District zoning for precisely the kind of situation at hand. If we do not use
this tool aggressively to advance our best interests, the time and money will have been
wasted, and we will be abandoning our chance to participate constructively in the commer-
cial growth around us. The revenue from such growth could well provide funds to help im-
prove our infrastructure, not only making Sleepy Hollow a still more desirable place to
live, but also attracting additional high-grade development.

I realize the path ahead is particularly difficult for Sleepy Hollow because we are hamper-
ed by certain constraints, yet I feel we must hang in there and not give up the field to

others. Ww/ f

Walter Heffron
1056 Van Tassel Road




